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GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS
Carbon farming

Using farming practices that that remove carbon from the atmosphere at a higher rate than conventional farming. Some practices
include application of carbon rich fertilizers, no-tillage farming, and cover crop planting.

Colorado Communities for
Climate Action (CC4CA)

A coalition of 40 local governments across Colorado advocating for stronger state and federal climate policy. CC4CA is governed by a
Board of Directors which represents all of the member communities.

Decarbonize

Reducing the amount of carbon dioxide (and other greenhouse gases) emitted into the atmosphere from various processes like
energy production and transportation.

Embodied Carbon in
Construction (EC3)

Tool that allows benchmarking, assessment, and reductions in embodied carbon, focused on the upfront

Food miles

The distance food travels from where it is grown and harvested to where it is purchased and consumed.

Food security

Physical and economic access to sufficient food supplies that meet dietary needs for a productive and healthy life at any given time.

Heat pump

An energy-efficient alternative to furnaces and air conditioners that uses electricity to move heat around rather than generating it,
resulting in space heating and cooling.

Infiltration/detention systems

Systems used to manage stormwater including storage and volume control, runoff flow, water quality, and erosion control. Some
examples of such systems include rain gardens, rain barrels, and dry wells.

Renewable Energy Credits
(RECs)

A tradeable, market-based instrument that represents the legal property rights to the “renewable-ness”—or all non-power
attributes—of renewable electricity generation.

Secondary structure or
building

Non-attached building that contains a dwelling unit and meets applicable dimensional limitations for a secondary structure. (Telluride
Land Use Code Section 2-224)

Sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)

A biofuel used to power aircraft with similar properties to conventional jet fuel but a smaller carbon footprint. SAF can reduce life
cycle GHG emissions dramatically or even have a net-negative footprint when compared to conventional jet fuel, depending on
feedstock and technologies used to produce it.

Totally Green Program

San Miguel Power Association (SMPA) run program that allows customers to obtain electricity from 100 percent renewable sources
for anywhere from a few cents to a few dollars a month.

Vulnerability assessment

Exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity of a species, system, community/group, or resource to the negative effects of climate
change and other stressors.

Zero Emissions Vehicle (ZEV)
Infrastructure Plan

The Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) program is part of California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Advanced Clean Cars package of
coordinated standards that controls smog-causing pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions of passenger vehicles in California.

supply chain emissions of construction materials.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Dear Telluride Community,
Telluride’s Climate Action Plan Update (2022) details our community’s commitment to acting to mitigate climate change, by identifying
aggressive greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) goals and laying out implementation plans to make these targets a reality. While I do not expect
that the actions of our small community will change the global tide of climate change, I do want Telluride to be a leader and demonstrate how
our local actions can be part of the global movement.
The Telluride Community has worked toward and reached several ambitious GHG reduction goals over the last several years. Moving toward
being carbon neutral by 2040, as is the goal our community has set in this plan, requires even more ambitious strategies and a coordinated
effort by all facets of the community – that is, everyone must pitch in and focus on these efforts like our life depends on it. Because our
livelihoods and the integrity of the place we live in – the place we love – is at stake.
To achieve our goals, our community will need to work together through innovation, breaking down barriers, and igniting change across the
State of Colorado, across the United States, and across the world. As a local government, by implementing this plan with new projects, policies,
and investments in green infrastructure, we will provide our community with the tools to effect change and inspire local action.
However, the Town cannot act alone. In the end, our success will be defined by the passion of our community. The daily actions taken by our
citizens will begin to reshape the global conversation and economy around climate change. Riding our bikes, taking the bus, opting into
community solar gardens, energy retrofitting our homes, rethinking our diets, reducing our consumption (not just recycling), and making simple
day to day life choices will define our success and demonstrate our commitment.
We are calling on our community to take action with us. By supporting this Climate Action Plan and considering individual changes to our
lifestyles, we will, together, act locally, think globally, and ignite change!
Sincerely,
Your Mayor, DeLanie Young
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VISION FOR TELLURIDE
We envision a resilient, healthy, and more equitable Telluride for today’s residents, year-round visitors, and future generations. Through
collective and committed climate action, we can create a thriving, safe, and sustainable environment that prioritizes conservation of
natural resources, supports local economies, and affords all members of the community a high quality of life.
The strategies and actions in this plan are designed to (1) decrease greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (mitigation) to reach our goal of a
carbon neutrality by 2040 and (2) prepare our community and the natural environment to adapt to the unavoidable impacts of climate
change (adaptation). Community action will be critical in addressing climate change impacts and reducing emissions (see the “What Can I
Do?” page for ideas for reducing your personal emissions).
Strategies and actions in this plan are organized by their primary objective (mitigation or adaptation) across the following five focus areas:
Mitigation
Buildings
& Energy

Our community runs on
renewable energy.
Efficiency measures and
sustainable building
practices reduce our
energy demand.

Transportation
& Land Use

Low-carbon mobility
options are convenient,
accessible, and widely
used. Our residents can
afford to live, work, and
play in Telluride.

Adaptation
Materials
& Consumption

Natural Systems
& Water

We conserve resources,
consume goods and
services sustainably,
support local producers,
and eliminate waste.

We protect natural
systems and resources,
landscapes, and habitats
while expanding the
urban tree canopy.

Community Resilience
& Wellbeing

Our community and
economy thrive.
Ecosystems and
infrastructure are
resilient to the impacts
of climate change.
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WHAT CAN I DO?
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INTRODUCTION
Nestled away in a remote corner of southwest Colorado lies Telluride, a quaint mountain
town surrounded by peaks of staggering beauty. Throughout its history – beginning with
the Ute Indians and during the mining era – our town has been a base for those intent on
outdoor adventure, enjoyment of incredible beauty and solitude, exploration, and curiosity.
These values persist within our community today.
Home to around 2,500 full time residents and measuring just eight blocks wide and twelve
blocks long, we embrace Telluride’s small-town feel. Our community welcomes a large
visitor population in the winter and summer months who enjoy the town’s natural beauty,
historic buildings, and cultural and recreational activities, including world class alpine skiing,
hiking, and biking.
As a mountain town dependent on consistent snowpack, thriving outdoor recreation, and
tourists, our community considers climate change to be among the most pressing issues
facing the town today. Climate change already threatens the vitality, livelihood, and
surrounding environment that make Telluride unique, with projected increases in extreme
heat, wildfire risk, heavy rain, flooding events, and snowpack variability.
We recognize our responsibility for reducing our environmental footprint and preparing for
the impacts of climate change that are unavoidable. Our community has already taken
steps to address climate change (see next page)—from biodiesel shuttle buses, to the
Bridal Veil Powerhouse, a hydroelectric power plant that has historically generated around
25 percent of our town’s electricity—we are undoubtedly committed to sustainable
practices.
This Climate Action Plan (CAP) is an update to our 2014 CAP and reaffirms our commitment
to environmental stewardship. It provides a roadmap for our town to sustain economic,
social, and environmental prosperity for current and future generations of residents and
visitors. Implementation and monitoring of the CAP will require a resilient and dedicated
effort by the Town government and community, but through intentional action with local,
regional, and state partners, we will join communities across the U.S. in taking meaningful
action towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing climate resiliency.
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UPDATING THE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
This Climate Action Plan (CAP) update draws on the successes and lessons learned from our 2014 CAP, existing environmentally focused
stewardship programs and initiatives, best available data and science, and input and expertise from residents and community leaders,
Town staff, the Ecology Commission, EcoAction Partners, and other stakeholders. Through this community-driven and science-based
process, the strategies and actions in this CAP are designed to address our town’s greatest sources of GHG emissions and prepare for the
most pressing climate risks. The CAP development process includes key elements, described below:
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LOCAL CLIMATE IMPACTS
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
The chart below presents Telluride’s 2020 communitywide GHG emissions: 50,492 MT CO2e (metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent).

Buildings & Energy
Electricity and natural gas used to power
and heat our community and convey our
water and wastewater contribute 58% of
total emissions.

Solid Waste
11%
On-Road
Vehicles
10%

Electricity
31%

Air Travel
21%

As a town with more annual visitors than
residents, it’s unsurprising that emissions
from on-road vehicles and air travel
contribute 31% of total emissions.

Materials & Consumption
Natural Gas
24%

Water &
Wastewater
3%

Transportation & Land Use

Solid waste disposal contributes 11% of
Telluride’s current communitywide GHG
emissions.
If emissions from consumption were
included in this chart, they would
contribute an additional 32%.
Consumption-based emissions largely
come from sources such as food purchase,
cement use, and fuel production.
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EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS
In the absence of climate action, our community’s GHG emissions are expected to grow alongside increasing population and
development. Fortunately, policies are in place at the state and federal level that are expected to help reduce these emissions. Our
community will still need to take local action to bridge the gap between expected emissions and our community’s ambitious emissions
reduction targets.
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STRATEGIES & ACTIONS
The strategies and actions presented in this chapter provide a clear and
actionable roadmap for reducing our greenhouse gas emissions while preparing
for and responding to the unavoidable impacts of climate change. They build on
successes and lessons learned from previous efforts and integrate innovative
solutions from across the nation. The community, Town staff, Ecology
Commission, and Town Council helped vet and refine these strategies and
actions to ensure they put us on a feasible path to achieving our climate goals.

The figure below represents Telluride’s priorities for emission
reduction strategies – with “avoid and reduce” as the most
preferred option and “purchase offsets” as least preferred.

The bold actions we take today will position Telluride to better protect our
stunning natural landscapes and the overall well-being of our community into
the future. Appendix A: Implementation Plan provides a roadmap for action
implementation, drawing attention to special equity concerns, potential
unintended consequences, and phasing or sequencing considerations.
Icons are used throughout this chapter to indicate the following:
Strongly supported by Telluride’s community.
Co-benefit: cost savings for Town of Telluride and/or the
community.
Co-benefit: improves public health and safety.

Co-benefit: more comfortable homes and offices.
Fosters regional partnerships, synergies, or cost-sharing
opportunities.
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BUILDINGS & ENERGY
Goal: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from electricity and natural gas by advocating for and investing in
renewable energy, electrifying buildings, and implementing energy efficiency and sustainable building practices.
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Strategy #1: Decarbonize buildings while increasing energy efficiency.
BE 1.1

Adopt all-electric
building code

Adopt an all-electric building code for new construction that limits the development of new
natural gas infrastructure where economically feasible. Require “solar-ready” and “EV-ready”
infrastructure for all new commercial and residential development.

BE 1.2

Retrofit existing
buildings

Implement initiatives to support “deep energy retrofits” (whole building/transformative
approach to energy efficiency upgrades) of existing residential and commercial buildings.
Expand energy efficiency investments from gas utilities to support building envelope
improvements for commercial and residential properties.

Reduce embodied
emissions from
construction

Require all contractors, consultants, and developers to use recycled, low-carbon, and other
sustainable products and services whenever practicable. Require the use of the Embodied
Carbon in Construction (EC3) tool for new development projects to identify low-embodied
emissions materials that meet construction and/or green building specifications. Explore
mechanisms to require all-electric equipment for contractors and developers. Introduce
requirements and specifications for the use of low-emission alternatives for building
materials (e.g., concrete, asphalt, wood, steel) in bid solicitations to reduce embodied
emissions.

BE 1.4

Require point-of-sale
energy use disclosures

Require point-of-sale energy use disclosure for all residential and commercial properties to
establish energy benchmarking. When a property is sold, the owner would be required to
disclose the energy performance of the property (e.g., amount of kWh consumed per year,
per square foot). This benchmarking (1) allows for better consumer transparency about the
costs associated with a home/commercial property; (2) quantifies building energy use to help
identify large users and opportunities for reductions; and (3) provides the Town with a
database for tracking key performance indicators (e.g., energy use per home).

BE 1.5

Incentivize automation
technology in rental
properties

Incentivize short-term rental, lodging, and seasonal business owners to install building
automation technology. Phase into enacting a policy that requires building automation
technology for all new commercial and residential buildings.

BE 1.6

Conduct electrification
training

Continue to coordinate with regional efforts to conduct outreach and training with local
contractors and businesses on electrification. These outreach efforts would provide tools and
knowledge for businesses while also reinforcing the non-energy benefits of electrification
such as improved resilience, air quality, and public health and safety.

BE 1.3
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Strengthen existing building efficiency standards to require 10% better than the International
Codes for the Home Energy Rating System (HERS) score or the Energy Rating Index (ERI)
score. Update building energy codes at least every three years, moving towards net zero
energy buildings. Additional actions may include:

BE 1.7

Strengthen energy
efficiency codes

•
•
•
•

Incentivize “beyond code” construction practices.
Promote and incentivize optimal control systems and thermostat settings to couple
comfort with efficiency.
Promote and incentivize avoiding or prolonging the need for air conditioning via
building design and management.
Utilize education & outreach to building trades, owners, and facility and property
managers. Coordinate with efforts to adopt high efficiency electric heating systems
(i.e., dual ground/air-source heat pumps).

Strategy #2: Advocate for, invest in, and expand use of renewable energy.
BE 2.1

Promote solar funding
and education

Connect residents and businesses with funding sources and technical support for private
solar installation. Partner with regional entities such as EcoAction Partners, San Miguel
County, and San Miguel Power Association to increase installation of solar panels for
electricity generation and hot water heating on commercial and residential buildings.

BE 2.2

Advocate for clean
energy

Continue to actively participate in regional collaborative of governments, businesses, and
utilities to drive clean energy transition. Track state and federal climate and energy policy
and engage when appropriate.

BE 2.3

Incentivize netmetered solar

Increase net-metered rooftop solar systems on private residential and commercial buildings.
Identify and eliminate barriers to local renewable energy production.

BE 2.4

Encourage residents to
use 100% renewable
energy

Promote enrollment in San Miguel Power Association’s Totally Green Program (100%
renewable energy).

BE 2.5

Require second homes
to use 100%
renewable energy

Require existing second homes to use onsite solar or enroll in San Miguel Power
Association’s Totally Green Program (100% renewable energy).
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TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE
Goal: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation by expanding low-carbon mobility options and
advocating for sustainable air travel. Expand affordable housing options and continue sustainable land use planning.

Affordable housing as a mitigation strategy
Affordable local housing options help ensure that residents
can continue to live, work, and play in Telluride—advancing
housing equity and fostering a sense of community.
Affordable housing also helps reduce our GHG emissions. By
limiting the distance we travel to work, shop, and recreate, we
reduce time spent in cars and vehicle miles travelled.
Telluride maximizes these benefits by prioritizing dense,
energy efficient buildings close to public transit, further
connecting the community and reducing our collective carbon
footprint.
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Strategy #1: Discourage single occupancy vehicle use and advance active or shared transportation.
Promote telework and
low-carbon mobility
options

Encourage employers to further reduce auto commutes through incentives such as robust
telework policies and subsidized carpool programs. Advance pedestrian and cycling
infrastructure to promote active commutes.

TL 1.2

Expand transit options

Partner with San Miguel Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) to create a transit
option to the Telluride Airport (TEX) and to move tourists in and out of the east end of the
Telluride Valley. Develop outreach, education, and incentive programs to encourage residents
and visitors to use transit and low-emission mobility services to access the airport.

TL 1.3

Electrify commercial
concierge and rental
car services

Require local hotels, key commercial sites, and car rental companies to electrify concierge and
rental car fleets. Work with commercial sites and rental companies to determine the
appropriate timeline and pathway for achieving an all-electric and/or zero-emission fleet.

TL 1.4

Build more deedrestricted, affordable,
net-zero housing

Evaluate opportunities to support or incentivize land use or permitting for projects which
provide for both net-zero and affordable housing as well as diverse housing options.

TL 1.5

Reduce private jet
traffic

Partner with Telluride Airport (TEX) Board to develop strategies to reduce or eliminate private
jet traffic.

TL 1.1

Strategy #2: Advance the equitable decarbonization of vehicles and air travel.
Participate in a collaboration of regional governments and businesses to expand the use of
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) in all aircraft servicing and using the Telluride Regional Airport
(TEX).
TL 2.1

Expand the use of
sustainable aviation
fuel

−

Promote and incentivize the use of SAF.

−

Support relevant federal and state policies through active legislative and regulatory
engagement.

−

Advocate for federal air quality standards to reduce GHGs associated with jet fuel.

−

Assess feasibility of regulations or restrictions on flight frequency, including private
charter companies (e.g., Telluride Flights and Telluride Air Taxi).
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TL 2.2

Expand electric vehicle
infrastructure

Partner with local jurisdictions to develop and implement a regional Zero Emissions Vehicle
(ZEV) Infrastructure Plan that strategically expands EV and other zero emissions fueling
infrastructure throughout the region.

TL 2.3

Expand electric vehicle
education, outreach,
and incentives

Advocate for the expansion of existing incentives and introduce new local incentives to
accelerate EV adoption and the construction of electric vehicle chargers.

TL 2.4

Adopt fossil-fuel
carbon pricing for
vehicles

Adopt a carbon fee, or social cost of carbon, to discourage the purchasing of fossil-fuel
vehicles. The carbon fee can occur during vehicle purchasing or registration.

TL 2.5

Electrify Town’s fleet
vehicles

Develop a municipal Green Fleet Policy to right size the Town fleet, maximize efficiency, and
accelerate the transition to electric vehicles. Work toward converting Telluride's entire fleet of
vehicles (including the Galloping Goose) to zero emissions alternatives as vehicles need to be
replaced.

TL 2.6

Expand enforcement
of transportation idling
policy

Expand enforcement of existing regulation to prohibit idling for more than 30 seconds (three
minutes on cold winter days).

TL 2.7

Require low-carbon
vehicles and
equipment for
construction projects

Require construction projects to comply with construction vehicle and equipment best
management practices, including alternative-fueled vehicles and equipment. Explore available
guidance, such as the U.S. Green Building Council "Clean Construction" or California's Bay Area
Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) requirements.

TL 2.8

Incentivize adoption of
electric off-road
vehicles

Adopt a policy that allows for off-road vehicles to drive on Town roads if they are all electric. If
not all electric, prohibit on Town streets. Engage with the community to identify appropriate
corridors and roads.
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MATERIALS & CONSUMPTION
Goal: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from materials and organic waste by maximizing waste diversion,
minimizing waste generation, and promoting sustainable food systems and consumption behavior.
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Strategy #1: Encourage sustainable consumption and support the regional economy.
MC 1.1

Expand outreach on
sustainable
consumption and
materials management

Expand consumer and commercial purchaser education on sustainable consumption and
materials management, including household and commercial food waste prevention, low
carbon food consumption (e.g., eating locally sourced/seasonal produce, eating lower on the
food chain), recycling, and composting.

MC 1.2

Promote local and
environmentally
preferable products

Expand the Town Government's environmental purchasing policy to encourage purchasing (1)
locally sourced/sold products; (2) materials made of recycled content; and (3) other
environmentally preferable products and services whenever practicable.

Decarbonize
transportation
infrastructure

Adopt a policy that minimizes use of fossil fuel products (asphalt) and concrete in street,
bridge, and alley treatments.

MC 1.3

Strategy #2: Maximize waste diversion and encourage reuse.
MC 2.1

Develop plans for a
regional composting
facility

Partner with neighboring jurisdictions to assess feasibility of building a large, centralized
composting facility or anaerobic digester to collect and process organic materials.

MC 2.2

Expand compost
collection and reuse
opportunities

Expand curbside composting to commercial and residential accounts. Prioritize high organics
generators (restaurants, grocery stores, venues with food services, tourist destinations).
Promote backyard composting through outreach, technical assistance, and
rebates/incentives. Make finished compost available for local use in landscaping.

MC 2.3

Advocate for wasterelated diversion
policies

Advocate for regional/state waste-related diversion policies and regulations in collaboration
with Colorado Communities for Climate Action (CC4CA) or other regional partners.

MC 2.4

Promote re-use
centers

Promote building material and other re-use centers to extend product life and reduce amount
of waste that makes its way to the landfill.

MC 2.5

Require reusable food
ware at restaurants

Require restaurants to provide reusable utensils/take away containers.
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Strategy #3: Promote sustainable food systems.
MC 3.1

Expand food recovery
programs

Expand Eco Action Partners' existing food recovery efforts to develop a program that supports
restaurant donation of excess food to local food banks.

MC 3.2

Decrease food miles,
increase food security,
and support local
farms

Expand partnerships with local farmers and cooperatives to increase food security, reduce
food miles, and explore opportunities to adopt carbon farming techniques and apply locally
produced compost. Promote urban agriculture opportunities in community gardens, schools,
and parks and on rooftops.

Page 26

Town of Telluride

Climate Action Plan

NATURAL SYSTEMS & WATER
Goal: Increase climate resiliency and sequester carbon from the atmosphere by protecting, conserving, preserving,
and expanding natural resources, forests, water systems, and open space.
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Strategy #1: Protect water resources and expand conservation efforts.
NS 1.1

Prepare for drought
impacts

Collaborate with regional partners to educate residents on (1) the effects of drought; (2) how
to help mitigate the effects once in a drought cycle; and (3) planning for potential water
restrictions during droughts. Work with utilities to promote water conservation, efficiency, and
reuse initiatives.

NS 1.2

Implement low impact
development and
green stormwater
infrastructure

Re-evaluate landscape and stormwater codes for suitability with projected changes in climate
(snow melt, heavy precipitation) to ensure codes will continue to effectively manage
stormwater. Evaluate expanding the requirement for property owners to collect/infiltrate
water onsite (e.g., rain barrels, rain gardens, dry wells). Develop specifications for onsite
infiltration/detention system.

NS 1.3

Update landscaping
standards to improve
irrigation efficiency

Require more efficient irrigation/landscaping through development and implementation of
new Landscaping Standards and Specifications. Regulate outdoor fountains and human-made
water amenities to conserve water.

Strategy #2: Preserve forests, natural resources, and meaningful open spaces and sequester carbon from the
atmosphere.
NS 2.1

Implement wildfire
safety and education
programs

Evaluate the benefits of enrolling in the national FireWise program – a certification program for
local governments that offers fire preparedness resources, outreach, and education for
homeowners and communities.

NS 2.2

Preserve and increase
urban tree canopy

Partner with the State Forestry Office and the U.S. Forestry Service (USFS) to develop targeted
urban tree canopy plans and preservation policies, prioritizing native and drought tolerant
trees and plant species.

NS 2.3

Purchase carbon offset
credits

Partner with the Pinhead Institute to expand its current program of offering carbon offset
credits. Town of Telluride will continue to purchase carbon offset credits as an interim strategy
while the community implements CAP actions to decrease GHG emissions.
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE & WELLBEING
Goal: Increase community resiliency and prioritize co-benefits by addressing climate-related public health and safety
risks and promoting sustainable tourism practices.
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Strategy #1: Address climate-related public health and safety risks.
Collaborate with regional partners to embed climate change projections into the "Vulnerability
Assessment" section of the next San Miguel County Hazard Mitigation Plan update.
CR 1.1

CR 1.2

Incorporate climate
change projections
into hazard mitigation
planning

Identify and secure
public cooling and
clean air centers

−

Identify and explicitly acknowledge how climate change is projected to contribute to the
region's vulnerability.

−

Identify strategies and actions to increase adaptive capacity and reduce climate vulnerability.

−

Prioritize actions with emissions reduction co-benefits.

−

Adopt these strategies and actions as part of the next CAP update.

Inventory, identify, and maintain adequate cooling and clean air centers for excessive heat and
during times of high wildfire smoke.

Strategy #2: Promote sustainable tourism while minimizing environmental impact.
Continue to partner with EcoAction Partners to expand business sustainability certification efforts.
CR 2.1

−

Provide information and resources to local lodges, resorts, hotels, and Airbnb owners on green
hotel programs (https://www.epa.gov/p2/green-hotels-resources-ecolabels-and-standards) to
promote sustainable business practices and encourage visitors to conserve resources.

−

Educate and engage tourists/visitors on climate change initiatives and ensure visitors are aware
of green-certified businesses (e.g., promotion through Town website, pamphlets).

Expand Green
Business certification

CR 2.2

Promote diverse yearround recreation
opportunities

Continue to partner with Telluride Ski Resort, Telluride Tourism Board, and local outdoor
recreation businesses to plan for changes to outdoor recreation and eco-tourism as a result of
climate change impacts by diversifying seasonal / recreational opportunity offerings (e.g., hiking,
cycling, kayaking, paddle boarding, horseback riding, fishing).

CR 2.3

Protect highly
trafficked recreational
areas

Partner with federal, regional, and local agencies and entities to preserve and protect high demand
recreational areas. Work with other local entities to manage congestion on local trails and the east
end of the Telluride Valley

CR 2.4

Require secondary
structures or buildings
to be rented long-term

Require new and existing secondary structure or building rental units to be rented long term (5-12
months).
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APPENDIX A: IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Appendix in progress.
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APPENDIX B: COMPLETED & ONGOING ACTIONS
The following programs, practices, and policies are already in effect in Telluride and support the goals and targets within this CAP.

BUILDINGS & ENERGY
Completed Actions

Ongoing Actions

−
−
−

−

−
−
−

Identified ways to reduce, track, and report on energy consumption in government buildings.
Adopted 2018 International Building Codes (IBC), promoting efficient energy use in buildings.
Adopted Green Building Standards & Energy Codes, including the Telluride Energy Mitigation
Plan (TEMP), requiring certain exterior energy uses and heated garages to offset energy
impacts. TEMP fees help fund local renewable energy projects.
Constructed a 100-kilowatt solar farm at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Incorporated micro-hydroelectric power generation into the Pandora Water Treatment Plant.
Signed the Bridal Veil Powerhouse Renewable Energy Credit (REC) Purchase Agreement and
Ridgway Dam Hydro Summer REC Purchase Agreement, ensuring all RECs generated are
credited to electric use within the town.

−
−

Implementing Colorado’s Commercial Property Assessed
Clean Energy (C-PACE) program to finance up to 100% of
energy efficiency, renewable energy, and water conservation
measures in commercial and industrial buildings.
Administering the Green Grants Program to support local
projects that reduce GHG emissions through energy efficiency,
renewable energy, or other innovative measures.
In cooperation with San Miguel County, are building the
Sunnyside Affordable Housing Project, which is the first NetZero development in the county and the first development to
mitigate its own carbon footprint.

TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE
Completed Actions

Ongoing Actions

−

−
−

−

Adopted Telluride Affordable
Housing Guidelines.
Created land use
requirements that require
affordable housing for 40100% of new employees to
keep local employees living
within the community instead
of commuting long distances.

−
−
−
−

Galloping Goose Transit provides a free public transportation option to decrease personal vehicle use in town.
Working with the San Miguel Regional Housing Authority to provide financial incentives and information to assist with down
payments and mortgage credit certificates.
Offering incentives to create new housing, including a density bonus within residential zones to establish more secondary
structures or buildings.
Participating in local airport discussions, debates, issues, and boards to continue to reduce air travel related emissions.
Conducting education and outreach to encourage carpooling and use of transit to reduce the volume of single occupancy
traffic.
Increasing convenient bike parking locations and maintaining bike path connections.
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MATERIALS & CONSUMPTION
Completed Actions

Ongoing Actions

−

−
−

Banned single-use
plastic bags in 2011.

−
−

Keeping the Free Box (items donated by the community, available to anyone for free) operational and in tip-top shape.
Requiring that municipal refuse and recycling contracts (1) provide accurate reporting on recyclables and refuse; (2) integrate compost
bins and fees into the pricing and service structure; and (3) pricing pick-ups to incentivize recycling.
Increasing recycling efforts by all government departments, commissions, taskforces, and councils and implementing recycling and
composting at Town sponsored events.
Incentivizing recycling/composting pick-up service and encouraging backyard composting.

NATURAL SYSTEMS & WATER
Completed Actions

Ongoing Actions

−

−

Adopted and are Implementing Telluride’s Water Efficiency Plan, which identifies over 100 potential and existing
water efficiency activities and accompanying implementation plans for each activity such as low water use
landscape incentives and water rebates.

−

Through Building Codes, requiring all buildings to install water efficient technology like reduced flow aerators,
water saver toilets, and water heaters.

−

Conducting community outreach and education, including the Systematic Leak Detection and Repair Program and
Water Wise Outreach Program.

−

Metering water usage to measure consumers water usage, identify conservation opportunities, and structure
water utility rates.

−

Coordinating with local partners to optimize operation of water infrastructure in a manner that safeguards the
integrity of local streams and rivers.

Adopted Water Conservation Code
(Municipal Code §13-5) which promotes
and regulates responsible water usage to
all users and services, including
regulations on high-energy fixtures
installation, landscaping and water
shortages.

−

Adopted a Tree Ordinance outlining
requirements to maintain, remove, or
relocate trees.

−

Acquired the Valley Floor, saving 560
acres of critical land from development.
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE & WELLBEING
Completed Actions

Ongoing Actions

−

−

−

Joined Colorado Communities for Climate Action (CC4CA), a
coalition of local governments advocating for stronger state
and federal climate policy.
Formed the Pinhead Institute, a Smithsonian affiliate,
providing Telluride youth with opportunities to learn and
engage with science-based climate education.

−

Partnering with community-based non-profit organizations such as EcoAction Partners,
Wilkinson Public Library, the Pinhead Climate Institute, and local schools to undertake public
outreach and education efforts that broaden knowledge on climate change.
Wilkinson Public Library started their own in-house sustainability program, hosting a variety of
sustainability/climate related education efforts and implementing a bike loan program and a
power meter loan program.
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